TO SONS Why A Bill to prevent Occaſſonal 

„ formity, Te to be Pals. this Seſſions of 8 

fi + umbly d to all 5 
© opp Ecatifelit is hig y conducive to the Honour of Hel Ma: 3 


jeſty, the Sa ty — Felicity of Her Government, che 5 
5 Publick Welfare and Happineſs, che Reputation 
ä two Houſes of Parliament, the Security of the Cootitution 
| both in Church and State, the good Succeſs of the Adminiſtra- 4 
"tion, andofour-Aﬀairs both at Home and Abroad; the Prof 5 5 
rlitp of the Friends of the Government; and even the true lu- 
7 - tereſt of the Difafte&ed and the Diſſenters themſelves, as We I oe 
__ _ © hope, will appear in the _—_-: 7, | 5 * 
„ I. Becauſe Her Majeſty, in Her Gracious Declaration > 
N Acceſſion tothe Throne, was pleas'd to aſtire Her People, 1 
5 ery depend upon it, f ach are Her Royal Words) that 
5 Pein or Diligence ſhall ever be on Her Part, to 
maintain the Government in Churcls aui State, as it irby Lam E. 
ee fall and to purſue the true Intereſt of England. 58 : 
that, in Order to theſe Ends, She will always be deſtrons to 
= "6 Countenance and Employ all thoſe who ſhall'beartily concur and jo oyn z | 
5 ec mit h Her in —— and Maintaining the preſem Eſtabliſhmere 
SRC”, Gonffit ation - 25 Enemies and Oypoſets whatſoever, In 
[mier hes moſt Gracious Speech to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, Merch r. 1701, She: aſſures them of Her true Con- 
hn «.cetn for our Religion, for the Laws and Eiberties of England, 
Land the Government in Church and State, as by Law Eftablifi'd.. 
Adding, Thab as She knows Her own Heart to be Emirch 
Engl, She u very fincerely aſſure them, there is not au) 
. thing they can pect or deſire Her, which She will not 
„be ready to do. for the Happineſs and Proſperity of England. 


—. 
4 


_, Again, at che Cloſe of the laſt * February 21ſt 1702; _, 
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then be wanting to our 


. 


concur with Her Majeſty, following Her Vigorouſly and Thank- 
fully in theſe Her truly Generous and Godlike Deſigns. _ 
III. Becauſe the moſt Honourable the Lords have declar'd, 
That they own it to be a Scandal to Religion, that Perſons ſhould See their 
© Conform only for a Place. That the Diſſenters have determined - _ | 
e the Point againſt themſelves by this Practice; for if they can 2 ys 
* Conform for a Place, much more ought they to do ſo in Com- — 
“e pliance with the Law, and for the Sake of Unity. That Occa- 1b. 1 
I ſonal Conformity ought always to have been eſteem d a Crime. | 
That when the Caſe is ſuch, that the Security of the Govern- zz, „ 
_ © ment does appear to be manifeſtly concern'd, the Lords can 
* ſatisfie themſelves to diſpenſe with Private Conſiderations. 
That they look on the fixing of Qualifications for Places of 7h, p.3t, | 


_ © Truſt to be a thing ſo entirely lodg'd with the Legiſlature, . 
that without giving any Reaſon for it, upon any Apprehenſion o 
Danger, how remote ſoever, - every Government may put ſuch 

Rules, Reſtraints or Conditions, on all who ſerve in any Place | 

 * of Truſt, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe for. That the Lords do not Ib. p. 29. | 

_ * only allow the Neceſſity of an Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and a Na- |} 

(tional Church, but being likewiſe of that National Church, they 2 
can never be wanting to thoſe Meaſures they think proper to ſecure it. 

And are, of Opinion, that the Diſſenters ſhould have Liberty Ib. p. 30. 


L of Conſcience, but agree to the further Meaſures propos d by 
e the Commons, to allow neither Diſſenters nor Occaſional for- 
e miſts any Share in the Government. - Ly 
IV. Becauſe the Honourable the Commons coniclude, ** That J. p. 223. 
an Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and a National Church, are abſolutely | 
e neceſſary. That if a National Church be neceſſary, the only ' 
Lu effectual Way to preſerve it, is, by keeping the Civil Power in 
„the Hands of thoſe, whoſe Practiſes and Principles are Con? 
„formable to it. That in the preſent Caſe our Prince aud Jh. p. 26. 
Country wou'd be in an unhappy Condition to be ſerv'd b 
e ſuch whoſe Principles are inconſiſtent with the Good and Wel- 
E fare of our Eſtabliſhment. And therefore “this Bill appears I). 5. 23, 
to the Commons ABSOLUTELY NECESSAR Y'for the | } 
te preventing thoſeMiſchiefs which muſt prove deſtructive to te 
Church and the Monarchy. So that (as the Lords tell the Com- Ib. p. 31. 
ee mons) the main Deſign of this Bil! being to ſecure the Church  Þ! 
of Frglard, in this the Lords do perfeftly Agree with the Commins, 
< both ſides of the Houſe join in it with equal Zeal z and the 
MK . AA main 


„main Point of this Bill being che Excluding all Perſons from 
_* Imployments of Truſt, - who joyn themſelves. to any other Bo» + 
dies for Religious Worſhip, beſides the Church of England, 
the Lords do Agree entirely with them likewiſe in this. And 
* think the ay Conteſt between them is, which ſhall. mof 


A befriend and take Care of the Church, — the fame End beiug de. 


1 


end by both, and only ſame Difference in the Means to at- 


nit. 


V. Becauſe no Body can doubt the Wiſdom and Sincerity of 
that Great and Noble Aſſembly, nor ſuppoſe, that there are 
any among them, as ſure there ought to be none, who don't 
mean what they profeſs, much leſs who make Uſe of theſe Lauda- 
dle Declarations, that they may more Securely, Effectually, and 
Underhand, Obſtruct the giving the Government that Security, 
which they themſelves allow ta he fo Juſt and Neceſſary, and 
which cou'd not be hinder'd by an open and avow'd Oppoſition; 
but can only be defeated by Clandeſtine and Artificial Ma- 
% d elated url] a6? - 
VI. Becauſe the Two Houſes are too ſenſible of their Honour, 
and that Gravity and Firmneſs, that ought to attend all their 
Deliberations, to recede from ſuch Well-concerted Meaſures 
withont any apparent Reaſon, or any Change of Circumſtances _ 


that may leſſen, and particularly when there are ſome that ought 


- . - 


 _tanhexvale, thair Coreand Zeal. (#32) oo 
| VII. Becauſe the Enemies of the Conſtitution are provok'd by 
the Steps that have been already made, having given us no In- 


ſtances of their. more Dutiful Behaviour and Good Affection to 


the Government, but rather the contrary, as appears by their 
Seditious Pamphlets, their Caballing, Muſters, and Boaſts of 
their Numbers and Power. „ Godt tocehoig tt hl 1:5 


Vill. Becauſe there is not any thing can render a Government 


leſs Confiderable Abroad, or more Contemptible at Home, than 


a frequent Change of Hands, and Unſteadineſs in its Conduct. 
For there will never want a Set of Factious Men to diſturb the 
Peace of a Nation, when they find they can gain their Point by 


5 Cajoling or Bullying a Government. And the Great Council of 5 


the Nation can't but diſcern, that it does by no means comport 
with their Wiſdom and Reſolution, to be Trick d or Frighted 
out of their Meaſures, or poorly to let fall a Buſineſs they e? 
ſpous'd with ſuch Zeal, and which ſeem'd to them of ſuch-Im- 
I CR wood 


bl 


N. Becauſe the Conſtitution can never be preſerv'd, nor the 
_ Government Honeſtly, Wiſely, and 'Vigorouſly Adminiſter'd, 
but when it paſſes through ſuch Hands as approve it in their 
Judgments, and are firm to it in their Affections, and who do 
not meerly comply with it for their own Ends. 


- 


X. Becauſe, in this Reign at leaſt, the Church by Law Eſta- 
bliſh'd is as much, and as Valuable a Part of the Conſtitution, as 
the Civil Polity. So that they are by no means Friends to Her 
Majeſty and Her Government, how much Zeal ſoever they pro- 
feſs for the one part of the Conſtitution, who are diſaffected to 


Xl. Becauſe, as a Noble Hiſtorian tells us, it was the Opi- II. Cla. 


nion of a great Prince, who afterwards found it too true to His 18 uh 
and the Nation's irreparable Loſs, That Diſſenters are a very 


© Dangerous and Seditious People, who wou'd under the Pre- 

e tence of Conſcience, which keeps them from ſubmitting tothe 

Spiritual Juriſdiction, take the firſt Opportunity they can find, 
Lor make, to withdraw themſelves from their Temporal Sub- 


« je&ion. Nor does an Author of their own deny, that tho' the new 


' Controverſy in the Reign of King Charles I. did not reſpect Re- 7e#t of the 
ligion, and they had no Complaints at that time of Hardſhips on Ch, of 


Account of Conſcience, yet the Diſſenters ſell in unanimouſly with 4 7 


XII. Becauſe there is no other Way to put an End to the un- 
happy Struggle of Contending Parties, at all times ſo unſeemly 
and uneaſie, and at this time ſo dangerous, ſince we have the U- 
nited Strength of a Powerful and Cunning Enemy to oppoſe, 
which will require our utmoſt Efforts. One of his Principal Ar- 
tifices, no Doubt, being the Keeping up of our Diviſions, as we 
may be convinc'd by thoſe Seeds of Diſſention he has ſown in. 
Germany and other Places. Now all other Methods of putting 
an End to Faction, except what the Wiſdom of the Commons 
found expedient the laſt Seſſions, in their Bill againſt Occaſional 
Conformity, have been tried and found ineffectual. So that the 
only Way to make Men Quiet, is to make them ſenſible, that 
there is nothing to be got by Contention. And ſince it is only 
Weakneſs or Obſtinacy, either a miſtaken Conſcience proceed- 
ing from a mean Underſtanding, or elſe Faction under the Diſ- 
_ guiſe of Conſcience, that keeps up the Separation; nn obs 
8 —— Pens 1h; Br 


_ 


„„ GE 
leaſt be allowed by all who call themſelves Church of England- 
Men, of whatever Denomination, whether High or Low; the 
Weak are Inconſiderable, and are ſufficiently provided for by 
the Toleratior,and the Obſtinate and Factious ought to beReſtrain'd 
See Sir and Watch'd According to the Prudent Maxims of Q. Elzabeth, 
EDS ._ who made a notable Diſtinction between theſe two Sorts of Diſ- 
hows 7 ſenters, ſhewing all Tenderneſs to Conſcience, but keeping 
ter to the à ſteady Rein upon Sedition conceal'd under that Pretence; and 
French *tis like they may be quiet when they ſee they can do no Miſchief. 
Secret: XIII. Becauſe, ſo long as Contentions and Parties are kept up, 
N Ca- and they will certainly laſt ſo long as ill Men can hope to make 
Private Advantage by them, tho ever ſo much to the Publick 
Detriment; Peoples Minds are Diſtracted, that Time and In. 
Jdauſtry is ſpent in forming Parties, which ought to be imploy' d 
for the Common Good, in ſtudying to be quiet, and to do our 
own Buſineſs. Whereas according to the Maxims and Example 
of our Prudent Neighbours and Good Allies the Dutch, nothing 
does ſo quiet the Peoples Minds, ſecure their Property, and con- 
ſequently encourage Induſtry, and promote Trade, as the fix- 
ing the Adminiſtration in Men of the National Church, and in them 
5 XI. Becaufe, next to the Luſter of Her Majeſty's Name, 
there is not any thing can give the Engliſh Nation ſo great a Fi- 
gure in all the Courts of Europe, as Unanimity, Firmneſs, and 
Vigour in our Councils, the keeping up the Majeſty of Govern- 
ment againſt all the little Attacks of Turbulent Spirits, and 
maintaining the Conſtitution in all ReſpeQs inviolate. For what 
can be expected from a Nation Abroad, when the Authority of 
the Laws is weak and precarious at Home? 55 


VV. Becauſe the Church of Englana- Men are the Bulk of the 
Nation, and upon all Accounts, whether of Numbers, Quality, 1 
Kiches, Intereſts or Parts, (tho' I am ſorry I muſt except Ap- FF 
plication and laduſtry,) the moſt Conſiderable; tho their Mode- 
ſty and Duty will not ſuffer them to make Parade of their Power, 
bor to threaten and affright their, Superiors into a Compliance 
with their Delires, according to that ſcurvy Example the Difſen- 
ters are too apt to ſet them. Nor can a Governmeat ever be 
happy, or a Miniſtry ſafe, when the Body of the People is dif- 
_ oblig'd: Such Diſobligations having been always attended with 
the ma Fatal Conſequences. eh XY 
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Vl. Becauſe, all things rightly confider'd, the Diſſenters 
will find their trueſt Account in becoming Conſt ant and not Occa- 


tonal Conformiſts,; and they may come to own, that whatever 
puts them upon ſuch Reflections as may lead them to this, does 


them a Real and the Greateſt Service. But if they can't come 
Ap to this, the beſt thing they can do, even for their own Sakes, - 
is to be quiet, and to give no Diſturbance 0 the Eſtabliſnment. 


For the People are never Gainers by Commotions and Diſtur- 


| bances, they are only the Tools of a Few Cunning Men, who 


ſerve their own Private Ends, and raiſe themſelves to Power 


= and Riches at the People's Coſt. 


Ach therefore, ſince the Security of Particulars, that is the 95 


8 Innocent, the Honeſt and Peaceable ; for no Body, 1 ſuppoſe, 


means to encourage the Wicked and Seditious, or to protect them 
in their Crimes; at leaſt this is not a Deſign that will bear the 


Light; ſince the Peace and Proſperty of the Nation in general, 
by the Encouragement of Induſtry and Encreaſe of Trade, by 
the Beneſits and Comforts of Society, by a Dutiful and Cheerful 


© Submiſlion to thoſe whom G O D has ſet over us in Church and 
State, by a moſt Cordial and Loyal Obedience to Her Majeſty, 


and Grateful Senſe of the Bleſſings we enjoy under Her Juſt and 
Prudent Government; fince the Wiſdom and Piety of our Le- 
_ giſlators; the Sagatity of their Judgments, the Weight and Au- 


thority of their Deliberations, their Unanimity and Firmneſs, 
in the Purſvit of Fit and Neceſſary Meaſures, and the Nobleneſs . 
of their Reſolution in overcoming all Difficulties ; ſince the Ho- 


nour and Felicity of Her Majeſty's moſt Auſpicious Reign, Her 


Reputation Abroad and Intereſt at Home, the Praiſe and Vene- 


ration that will be paid Her Now, and that Renown that will 
attend Her to all ſucceeding Ages, for ſecuring to all Poſterity 


that unvaluable Bleſſing, which was ſo Happily. Eſtabliſh'd by 


| Her ever Famous Predeceſſor, Q. Elizabeth, of Truly Glorious 


Memory; and as Her Majeſty was pleas d to tell us very lately, 


e iuen Her Preſent Satisfaction, and what She bas moſt at. Heart: Her Maje- 
| And above all, ſince the Intereſts of Religion, and the Glory of is late 
680, are ſo nearly concern d in this Bulineſs; and thit Tem- He 


poral and Narrow Aims may be Caſhier d, Brotherly Love Re= 


ech. 2 


viv'd, and the little things that Divide us, giving Place to the 


more weighty thatought to Unite us, we may henceforth only 


Contend for the Faith which was once deliver d, and that £ urity of 


muſt ſtand or fall with her. 
For the Sake then of our moſt Wiſely Conſtituted Geeta. & 
5 ment, which Strangers Envy, and which we ſeem to Pride our 
ſel ves ſo much upon; for the Sake of our moſt Gracious Sove- 
reign, than whom never any merited more at our Hands, and 
| whoſo Pathetically preſſes us to ( Perfect Peace and Hnion a- 


%% 


2, which is the 3 Effect 4 its, : 1 us moon. | 


— agree in giving all that Security to our moſt Excellent | 
ion, which it may juſtly require at our Hands: Nor is it the 
urch only that re requires this,” tis the State likewiſe, which -- 


„ mong our ſelves; and who declares, She has nothing ſo 


much at Heart as the Welfare and Happineſs, of Her Subjects; 

cho manages that Treaſure ſo carefully, which we have ern 

ſquander d away ſo profuſely ; loads Her People with no Defi- _ 
dlencies, but even — Her ſelf to eaſe Her Subjects; and if 
the moſt Shining 


Virtne and Goodneſs plac d upon a Throne c 
affect us; For rot the Sake of our Country, for whoſe Welfare we 


profeſs ſich a mighty Concern, and of which we would be 
thought ſuch Zealous Patriots; For our Own Dear Sakes, that 
moſt Powerful Motive with all Mankind; And laſtly, even for 
60 s Sake, for the Honour and Glory of His Holy Name; 
which ought to weigh with us above all other Conſiderations: 
Let us at laſt diſcern the Things that belong to our Peace; ＋ 2 


0» D forbid, that they thow'dat, Ln 2275 eee 
* menen Eyes. 55 F 
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